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CURRENT LITERATURE.

The Entomophthorese of the U. S8/

Mr. Thaxter has undertaken a study of the entomogenous plants of
North America, and presents his first contribution to the subject upon
the group named in the title. The paper embodies not only his own ob-
servations, but thosg of American and European botanists. Of the former
just three are cited, as against twenty of the latter. After preliminary
remarks upon the sources of material and information, and the four
other groups of entomogenous plants, the author proceeds to a consid-
eration of the Entomophthores, of which three genera are found in this
country—Empusa, Massospora and Basidiobolus. Entomophthora and
Triplosporium are considered as sub-genera of Empusa. The morphology
and life history of Empusa are thoroughly treated; the various species
are described, and figured on exquisite lithograph plates. Twenty-siX
species are recognized, of which the following sixteen are new: E. api-
culata, papillata, Caroliniana, lageniformis, Lampyridarum, geometralis,
oceidentalis, dipterigena, virescens, Americana, montana, echinospora,
sepulchralis, variabilis, rhizospora and gracilis. Arthur's Entomophthora
Phytonomi (Bor. Gaz., xi, 14) is referred to Empusa spherosperma, and
Bessey’s Entom. Calopteni (Am. Nat, xvii, 1280) to Empusa Grylli. The
monograph is excellently done, and is worthy of the dress and com-

pany i.n which it appears. Botanists can help Mr. Thaxter by sending
material to him at New Haven, Conn.

Contributions to American botany.,?

Dr. Watson finds that our 83 North American species of Vesicaria
are entitled to generic rank, and so he cuts a Gordian knot of difficulties
by separating them from the Old World forms under the generic name
Lesquerella. In this way, Alyssum Lescurii of Gray's Manual becomes
Lesquerella Lescurii, which double honor is none too much for the veb-
eran Lesquereux to carry. Vesicaria Shortii of the Manual becomes L.
globosa. But most of our Lesquerellas are western and southwestern,
and the specific names under Vesicaria are, for the most part, transfer red
to the new genus,

A revigion of Draba is also given, showing 32 species, the only change
among the eastern forms being the reduction of D. arabisans to a variety
of D. inecana.,

In addition to these revisions, 27 species new to the United States
are described, among which is a new genus of Composita (Eupatoriﬂcew)

f:om Florida, and described by Dr. Gray under the name Hartwrigh‘if‘:
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Among other interesting new plants are an Ivesia and a Pyrus from the
Pacific coast, and a new Tillandsia from Florida.

The second section of the contribution contains descriptions of new
species of Mexican plants, chiefly of Pringle’s collection in the mountains
of Chihuahua in 1887. There are 55 species described, and among them
4 new genus of Umbellifers, Prionosciadium, starts ont with three species,
one of them being the Angelica Mexicana of Pringle’s distribution.

The contribution closes with descriptions of efght new plants of

Guatemala, one of which is the type of a new genus of Acanthaces, Lou-
teridium by name.

NOTES AND NEWS.

Jul REV. THoMAS MorONG sailed for Buenos Ayres about the middle of
uly,

Pror. DubLEy, of Cornell University, returns from his year abroad
about the first of October.

MR. J. N. RosE, of Wabash College, has been appointed one of Dr.
Vasey’s assistants at the Department of Agriculture. '

Mg. F. V. CoviLLE, of Cornell Universi ty, has been appointed one of
Dr, Vasey's assistants at the Department of Agriculture.

| Dg. DpUGLAss H. CavpELL and Dr. Winthrop E. Stone return from
Grermany in August with the honors of recent doctorates.

Dr. W. TRELEASE is spending two months or so at the laboratory of
Dr. Koch, in Berlin, carrying on special bacteriological studies.

* . » - e - 0
Mk. ErwiN F. Smrra will continue his investigations of “peach
yellows ” this summer in the orchards of Maryland and Delaware.

Pror. Susax M. Harnrowerr, of Wellesley College, havinglcom-
Pleted her studies in forei za laboratories, returns to America shortly.

ON Account of the change to an earlier date for the meeting ‘:: ”:;’
A A A, 8. Prof. Arthur will not return from Europe in time to attend,

but expects to be back by the first of September.

. THE SUMMER SCHOOL at Cambridge this year is largely attggtllf%
With such a lecturer as Dr. Goodale, and such apparatus as s 10 tg
At Harvard, all surrounded by the botanic garden, 1t 1s a WIS N S
summer school is not overerowded.

REV. Dr. W. H. DALLINGER has resigned the principship of VX:S}:?
College, at Sheffisld, Eagland, and will remove to London, .w?erp 1l and
tends to fit up a private laboratory and pursue his bacteriologic:

other studies free from in terruption.

l
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date of meeting has been fixed a week earlier, being August 15.  Botan
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